
November 27, 2018, 2018 Council Meeting 
The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia was held on November 

27, 2018 in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:30 PM with Mayor Gene Teague 

presiding. Council Members present included Gene Teague, Jim Woods, Jennifer Bowles, and 

Vice Mayor Chad Martin.  Kathy Lawson was not in attendance.  Staff present included City 

Manager Leon Towarnicki, Assistant City Manager Wayne Knox, City Attorney Eric Monday, 

Clerk of Council Karen Roberts, Finance Director Linda Conover, Assistant Police Chief Rob 

Fincher, Commissioner of Revenue Ruth Easley, and Electric Director Durwin Joyce.  

Mayor Teague called the meeting to order.  

Following the Pledge to the American Flag and invocation by Mayor Teague, Teague welcomed 

everyone to the meeting. 

Recognize City Employees who are eligible for Service Awards for the period October 1-

December 31, 2018 – City Manager Towarnicki shared that the employees were recognized 

earlier in the week and received a certificate.  Mayor Teague read the list and thanked those 

employees for their service.  

 

Hear an update from Alice Wolfe, General Manager of Blue Ridge Power Agency – Wolfe said 

that Blue Ridge Power Agency is a non-profit organization with eight members who help 

residents with power costs and detailed some of the steps the organization takes to reduce costs.  

Martinsville City Electric Director Durwin Joyce serves as the Board Chairman for the 

organization. Wolfe touched on the history, accomplishments, benefits, local projects and future 

opportunities of BRPA.  Towarnicki explained that BRPA is a good resource for the City.  Several 

projects are presented to the City and when those projects could potentially benefit the City then 

they would be brought to Council for a discussion. 
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Conduct a public hearing for the purpose of consideration of the adoption of an ordinance 

establishing a land bank authority in the City of Martinsville – City Attorney Monday explained 

that this is not a “bank” or a repository of funds, but a repository for property that could assist 

with property maintenance concerns.  A land bank will be similar to the Housing Authority and 

Council would serve as land bank authority officials.  A land bank is a little more attractive 

recipient for federal and state grant money.  When property is in the land bank, it is tax-exempt, 

with a probability of redevelopment and opportunity for resell to an individual or organization 

that will care for the development and/or maintenance of the property.  Mayor Teague or the 

incoming Mayor would serve as Chairman of the Land Bank Authority.  Teague confirmed that 

this is another tool to address City properties of concern at no additional cost to the City. This 

program has been very effective in Danville and Norfolk, Virginia. City Manager Towarnicki 

explained that properties entered into the land bank would be quickly resold; the City is not in 

the real estate business.  Mayor Teague opened the public hearing.  No one approached the 

podium; the public hearing was closed.  Council Member Bowles motion to approve the 

ordinance as presented, Vice Mayor Martin seconded the motion with the following 4-0 roll call: 

Council Member Woods, aye; Council Member Bowles, aye; Vice Mayor Martin, aye; and Mayor 

Teague, aye.   
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Consider authorizing the Commissioner of the Revenue to execute a contract to upgrade the 

real estate mass appraisal software to the most current version of the operating software offered 

by Vision Government Solutions, Inc. – Commissioner of Revenue Ruth Easley summarized the 

need for the upgrade real estate software which provides more stabilization at a discounted 

price.  The move will be required within three years but if the City waits, the cost will increase 

by approximately $10,000.  A deposit would be needed to sign the contract to hold the spot at a 

discounted rate with the remaining balance due in October 2019 when the program is installed.  

Mayor Teague questioned the need for the software if the City begins reversion discussions and 

prefers to wait on the decision until early 2019 before the price increases.  The conversion takes 

2 weeks; Martinsville has a spot held for October at a discounted price.  Council Member Bowles 

made a motion to authorize the contract; Vice Mayor Martin seconded the motion.  Mayor Teague 

voted against the motion; he believes that its $28,000 that the City may not need to spend if the 

reversion happens.  Council Member Bowles and Vice Mayor Martin voted aye, Mayor Teague 

Council Member Woods voted nay.  Motion dies for lack of majority vote.     

Consider approval on second reading of Ordinance 2018-5 establishing Rental Property 

Inspections in the City of Martinsville – City Attorney Monday summarized the need and steps 

taken towards approval of the Rental Property Inspection ordinance.  Vice Mayor Martin made 

a motion to approve the ordinance on second reading, Council Member Bowles seconded the 
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motion with the following 4-0 roll call vote:  Vice Mayor Martin, aye; Council Member Woods, 

aye; Council Member Bowles, aye; and Mayor Teague, aye. 
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Consider adoption of the City’s 2019 legislative agenda – City Attorney Monday detailed the 

steps taken to revise the proposed legislative agenda and encouraged residents to contact their 

legislators if there are any changes they would like to see happen.  There was discussion on 
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rewording the section regarding the partnership with NCI.  Council agreed to take out the 4-

year higher-education organization requirement.  Another concern pointed out by Monday was 

to align the state tax code to align with the federal tax code, which would encourage legislators 

to conform state to federal code. Council Member Bowles made a motion to adopt the Legislative 

Agenda.  Vice Mayor Martin seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor.   
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Consider information related to the 2019 Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy 

(CEDS) list –Wayne Knox of the Community Development Department explained there had been 

no additions or changes by Council or the City at large to the list.  All projects must be listed to 

be considered. The final approved listing is due in March but should be finalized at the December 

11, 2018 Council meeting.  
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Consider approval of consent agenda – Council Member Bowles made a motion to approve 

the consent agenda as presented; Vice Mayor Martin seconded the motion with all Council 

Members voting in favor.  

 

Business from the Floor – No one approached the podium.  

Comments by Members of City Council – Council Member Bowles wished a happy birthday 

to her father and aunt.  The Christmas parade and tree lighting event were both successful.  
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Bowles said the Harvest Youth Board successfully delivered 240 meals for Thanksgiving.  New 

Heights Foundation’s Annual Holiday event is December 5 at NCI 6:00pm-8:00pm.  Vice Mayor 

Martin said Harvest Youth Board and several local churches worked well together during the 

Thanksgiving holiday.  He also praised The Salvation Army for the warming shelter and angel 

tree.  

Comments by City Manager – The audit presentation will be at the December 11, 2018 

Council meeting.  Auditors will be meeting with Council members to answer questions earlier 

that day.  

City Attorney Monday encouraged residents to attend the Scrooge Macbeth presentation at 

the Black Box Theater; it is a live comic performance that can be enjoyed by all ages. Council 

Member Woods does a wonderful song and performance as Lady Macbeth.  

There being no further business, Council Member Bowles made a motion to adjourn the 

meeting; the motion was seconded by Council Member Woods with all Council Members voting 

in favor.  The meeting adjourned at 8:40pm. 

 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts      Gene Teague 

Clerk of Council           Mayor   


